
Voodoo 2013 

 

This covers our trip to Togo and Benin in 

August 2013.  It was called The Cradle of 

Voodoo. 

 

 
 

Our first hotel.  Stay there only if you must. 

 

 

 

 
 

Lots of dead animal body parts for sale.  

Thatôs a hippo skull up front. 

 
 

Victoria at the fetish market in Lomé. 

 
 

Victoria at a reading with a voodoo 

practitioner. He wanted way too much 

money. 

 
 

Voodoo paraphernalia 

 



 
 

In Togo, Victoria with a sign that a voodoo 

ceremony will be held. 

 

 
 

Another voodoo sign. 

 
 

A meeting place for voodoo priests. 

 

 
 

The first ceremony was a ñfire danceò near 

Sokode, Togo.  This was amazing. The man 

is eating a burning stick. He would hold the 

burning coals in his mouth for more than a 

minute.  This is a flash photo.  Light was 

limited to the fire.  The video footage is far 

more impressive. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The men put burning sticks on their skin and 

held them there.  They also placed below 

fire below feet, jumped in the fire and even 

sat down in it.  Very impressive were two 

boys, about ten years of age who handled 

the fire.  We watched as the main priest 

ñpassed his powerò to them for protection.  

They were in training and have yet to finish 

the initiation. This demonstration defied the 

typical skepticôs explanation for fire 

walking. 

 



 

 

Here is a voodoo shrine at farmerôs home.  

These are found everywhere.

 
 

 
 

Cell phone numbers are written on the wall.  

Callers just point to the person they want to 

contact.  Despite abject poverty that is 

endemic, cell phones are ubiquitous.  Rather 

than accounts they buy prepaid cards. 

 

 
 

A tree designated as a voodoo shrine.  

Again, they are found all over. 

 

 
 

A local king.  There are over 360 of them in 

this area of Togo. They settle local issues 

without much support from the government. 

 



 
 The border crossing from Togo to Benin 

 

 
 

A local blacksmith.  Note the hand bellows 

 

 

 
 

In a Bassar village that build clay houses  

 

 
 

Note the horned helmet. Villagers were 

quite aggressive in marketing their 

handicraft. 


